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Townhouse Mews is a unique development of 
12 modern homes and a commercial unit in 
Shepherds Bush, West London.
The site was Virgin’s famous Townhouse Recording Studios where some of 
the biggest stars of the last three decades have recorded, including Queen, 
Robbie Williams, Cold Play and Elton John. It had lain unused for a number 
of years before our client acquired and converted it into luxury housing. 

Key Challenges
There were numerous challenges to overcome right from the start of the 
development.

1. The existing site composed of a number of inter-connected buildings, 
largely in poor condition, which were to be substantially remodelled. This 
included the excavation of a new basement across the site.

2. The proximity of a number of occupied neighbouring properties created 
problems with access and required multiple party wall agreements.

3. The client wanted to maximise the return on their investment and sought 
to increase the number of units across the site.

4. The planning permission previously granted imposed a number of 
significant challenges, including restrictions on building height and volume. 

Selection Criteria
The client required an Architect with demonstrable experience and 
knowledge of:
• London borough of Hammersmith & Fulham planning
• developing approved planning schemes to increase ROI
• integrated architecture and interior design
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The Solution
Granit was appointed to provide architectural design, interior design and 
contract administration throughout RIBA work stages 1-4, including:
• the discharge of existing planning conditions
• feasibiity and concept design development
• obtainment of further planning permissions
• detailed and technical design required for a builder’s work package
• on-site support for duration of the works

A key part of our brief was to design a building that considered the iconic 
history of the building while creating modern homes for Londoners. It was 
important for the client to incorporate sustainable design and technologies 
into the development too, but without having a detrimental impact on return 
on investment.

The Results
We were able to realise 12 unique homes and a commercial unit on 
this challeniging site. 
By reworking the original scheme we added one additional residential 
unit and with two different house designs, we were able to maximise 
the use of space and ultimately saleability. 
The properties are finished to a very high specification. The materials 
used are of the highest quality, including solid walnut, bespoke Arrital 
Cucine kitchens with Bosch and Siemens appliances, sanitary ware 
from Duravit, Grohe tap ware and accessories, multi-zone underfloor 
heating with smartphone controls, and bespoke Italian floor to ceiling 
wardrobes.
These features, along with carefully considered interior design, 
enhanced the developer’s ability to sell these residential units.

About Granit
Granit Architecture + Interiors provides design and project 
management solutions to commercial property developers in London.  
With over 25 years experience, Granit’s team ensures its developer 
clients achieve the maximum possible return on investment. Granit 
combines robust design with practical building specifications and an 
eye for the environmental impact of any scheme.
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